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Shannon Lynch and 
Erika Pichardo have been 
Trinity’s vacant Title IX 
Coordinator position. Both 
candidates had the oppor-
tunity to engage with and 
meet students, faculty, and 
staff through virtual fo-
rums held by the Title IX 
Coordinator Search Com-
mittee on Monday, Sept. 20 
and Wednesday, Sept. 22.
Lynch is currently a 
Law Clerk at Raipher, 
-
sachusetts. She holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communications with a
minor in Law and Justice
from Rowan University.
Lynch also earned a Juris
Doctor degree from Wes-
tern New England Uni-
versity School of Law in
2019. As a law student,
she served in student go-
vernment as well as the
General Counsel and Tit-




SGA Election Results: Five Vacancies Remain, 
Special Election to be Held to Fill Senate Seats
The Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) 
election results  for 2021-
2022 are in, but with sev-
eral vacancies for both the 
class of 2022 and 2023. The 
results were announced by 
the SGA in full on Wednes-
day, Sept. 22.
Fadhil Ahmed ’25 was 
elected the Class of 2025 
President. When asked 
about goals for the academ-
ic year he stated that he 
would like to “build a sense 
of responsibility and ac-
countability between and 
towards one another...Peo-
ple need to feel that they 
have the power to change 
things to make them more 
proactive than reactive.” 
Ahmed would also like to 
foster a community that 
builds “a culture of care” 
term community-building 
framework.”
The Senators for the 
class of 2025 are, Ava 
Alioto ’25, Momo Djeb-
li ’25, James Maciel ’25, 
and Sydney Yu ’25. Djebli 
stated that he would like 
to focus on, “integrating 
gender-neutral bathrooms 
within Trinity buildings, 
with the focus on the dor-
mitory buildings. I want 
to make sure that non-bi-
nary and genderqueer folk 
feel safe in the dorms; a 
big part of that is elimi-
nating gendered spaces 
Senator Maciel’s goal is to 
prioritize the wants and 
needs of the student body, 
to have “a perceptible shift 
in the campus community 
and school spirit,” and to 
increase student involve-
ment both on- and off-cam-
pus, highlighting Trinity’s 
history of distancing itself 
from Hartford. Yu stated 
that she would like to see 
an improvement in dor-
mitory management, a re-
see TITLE IX on page 4
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law school’s Title IX Of-
students, faculty, and staff 
to discuss certain issues 
and events that occurred 
at the school. She also in-
formed the Coordinator 
about any incidents that 
arose to a Title IX allega-
tion level. Lynch’s work in 
-
graduate life at Western 
New England University, 
and she helped facilitate 
various protective mea-
sures including class-
room and dorm switches. 
As Title IX Coordina-
tor, Lynch indicated that 
she would maintain an 
open-door policy and prio-
ritize communication with 
the campus community. 
In addition to interacting 
with students, she would 
implement social media 
channels to promote pre-
ventative education on-
line, Title IX facts, and the 
history of civil rights law. 
Lynch also emphasized the 
importance of maintaining 
equity for both complai-
nants and respondents 
involved in Title IX cases.
According to her Lin-
the Prevention Education 
Program Coordinator and 
Adjunct Professor at the 
College of Mount Saint 
Vincent in the Bronx, 
New York. She conducts 
trainings and workshops 
related to sexual assault, 
domestic violence, dating 
violence, and stalking on 
college campuses. Pichar-
do is also an Adjunct Lec-
turer at Pace University 
where she teaches an up-
per-level English class. 
 Pichardo earned a Ba-
chelor of Arts degree at 
the College of Mount Saint 
Vincent, a Master’s degree 
in Criminology and Justice
Pictured: The 2019-2020 SGA
 The SGA election for class senators and class of 2025 presi-
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duction in the amount of 
“disposable tableware” at 
Mather, and a more con-
cise payment system for 
Bantam Bucks and Dining 
Dollars.
The class of 2024 Sen-
ators are Tony Ortega ’24, 
Gabi Seguinot ’24, Ayouba 
Swaray ’24, and Daniel 
White ’24. When asked 
about his policy plans and 
goals, Ortega stated that 
see SGA on page 4
TRINITY COLLEGE
Opinions expressed in Tripod editorials represent the views of the 
Tripod editorial board, unless otherwise signed. Those opinions do 
not necessarily reflect the views of all contributors to the Tripod. Ad-
ditionally, writing expressed in the Opinion section belongs to the 
writers themselves and are not affiliated with the Tripod in any way. 
Trinity Tripod
The




KAT J. NAMON ’22


























300 Summit St. Box 702582
Hartford, CT 06106-3100
Phone: (860) 297-2584
The Trinity Tripod has been published by the students of Trinity Col-
lege since 1904. Its staff members are committed to the reporting 
and distribution of news and ideas that are relevant to the College 
community. The Tripod is published weekly on Tuesdays during the 
academic year. Student subscription is included in the Student Ac-
tivities Fee (SAF). For non-students looking to subscribe, a one-se-
mester subscription costs $10.00 and a one-year subscription costs 
$20.00. Please address all correspondence to:
managing editor
JACK P. CARROLL ’24
Please visit our website: trinitytripod.
com. Articles are published online 
each week. Follow us on Twitter @
TrinityTripod and visit our Facebook 
page at facebook.com/TrinityTripod.
Corrections      
The Trinity Tripod is always looking for student contributions in pho-
tography, writing, and graphic design. Anyone interested in joining 
the Tripod can email tripod@trincoll.edu. 
All requests for advertisement placement in the Tripod can be 
found by consulting the newspaper’s business manager at tripo-
dads@trincoll.edu. Additionally, our website holds information 
regarding standard rates for advertisements.
This week, Sept. 26 
through Oct. 2, marks 
Banned Books Week 2021. 
Per the Banned Books 
Week website, the annu-
al event “was launched in 
1982 in response to a sud-
den surge in the number 
of challenges to books in 
schools, bookstores, and li-
braries,” and it has come to 
be an event celebrating and 
supporting “the freedom to 
seek and to express ideas, 
even those some consider 
unorthodox or unpopular.” 
One may wonder wheth-
er book banning even hap-
pens anymore – to many, 
it feels like the banning of 
books is a thing of the past. 
However, as it turns out, at-
tempts at book banning have 
never really stopped. Across 
the country, in fact, this ten-
dency to ban books and ideas 
remains ubiquitous as ever. 
Perhaps the most clear and 
obvious example is the in-
creasing tendency of state 
and local governments to ban 
the teaching of critical race 
theory (CRT) in public pri-
mary education. A number of 
states, including Texas, Ida-
ho, and Tennessee, have al-
ready signed CRT bans into 
law, while there have been 
bills introduced in at least 17 
other legislatures as of June 
2021. Proponents of these 
bans argue that CRT is itself 
racist and discriminatory, 
even Anti-American to an ex-
tent. Regardless of their ra-
tionale, those seeking to ban 
CRT are committing egre-
gious Anti-American acts 
themselves through their 
attempts to ban a particular 
set of ideas: banning ideas 
we dislike runs counter to 
fundamental aspects of both 
the US Constitution and free 
society in general. Worrying-
ly, this central tenet of free 
society – free expression of 
ideas – has begun to lose its 
vigor and prominence in our 
society. This is a dangerous 
trend that must be reversed.
There is no question 
that freedom of speech re-
mains, and will continue to 
be, heavily protected under 
the US Constitution. This 
is not the issue though; The 
issue is that we are losing 
a “culture of free speech” – 
a general societal attitude 
that free speech is, in fact, 
a good thing that should be 
exercised forthrightly and 
frequently. This loss of a cul-
ture of free speech has been 
observed by many others as 
well. For example, the fa-
mous Harper’s Letter, signed 
by 153 scholars and writers 
such as Noam Chomsky, 
Margaret Atwood, Cornel 
West, and Malcolm Glad-
well, observed that “censo-
riousness is also spreading 
more widely in our culture: 
an intolerance of opposing 
views, a vogue for public 
shaming and ostracism, 
and the tendency to dissolve 
complex policy issues in a 
blinding moral certainty.” 
arguing that “the restriction 
of debate, whether by a re-
pressive government or an 
intolerant society, invariably 
hurts those who lack power 
and makes everyone less ca-
pable of democratic partic-
ipation. The way to defeat 
bad ideas is by exposure, ar-
gument, and persuasion, not 
by trying to silence or wish 
them away.” The signato-
ries of the letter are spot-on: 
ever-increasingly, contro-
versial opposing ideas are 
simply banned or silenced 
rather than defeated through 
free debate and inquiry. 
This increasing censo-
riousness in our society is 
heightened even further 
among today’s college stu-
dents, including Trinity. The 
Foundation for Individual 
Rights in Education (FIRE), 
-
ly conducted an extensive 
survey of college students at 
159 colleges concerning stu-
dent experiences with and 
attitudes towards freedom 
of speech on campus. This 
extensive survey found some 
worrying results. The survey 
found that “more than 80% 
of students reported self-cen-
soring their viewpoints at 
their colleges at least some 
of the time, with 21% saying 
they censor themselves of-
ten.” In college, the environ-
ment in which students are 
supposed to develop critical 
thinking and pursue intel-
proportion of students re-
frain from expressing their 
viewpoints – this alone is 
deeply disconcerting. In ad-
dition, the survey found that 
two-thirds of respondents 
deem it “acceptable to shout 
down a speaker to prevent 
them from speaking on cam-
pus.” Rather than “exposure, 
argument, and persuasion” 
in the face of bad ideas, col-
lege students, generally 
speaking, tend to favor prohi-
bition of the speech at issue. 
Some college students, ap-
proximately 23% of students, 
would go so far as to deem 
violence acceptable to stop a 
campus speech. An addition-
al noteworthy consideration 
is that college administra-
tions often fail to make their 
policies about free speech 
clear, with little to no men-
tion of them at any point. 
Are these illiberal ten-
dencies present at Trinity? 
One could certainly make a 
-
tive, however more data is 
needed to effectively evalu-
ate this conclusion. That’s 
why Trinity should engage 
understanding student at-
titudes on freedom of ex-
pression and inquiry with-
in the College community.
Firstly, assuming the 
College actually does value 
freedom of expression and 
inquiry for all viewpoints, 
the College should active-
ly and extensively promote 
Banned Books Week as an 
important event of unique 
importance. Second and 
more importantly, the Col-
lege should evaluate Trinity 
student and faculty attitudes 
on freedom of expression 
and inquiry. Fortunately for 
the College, a number of or-
ganizations, such as FIRE 
and Heterodox Academy, 
have already developed and 
validated surveys designed 
for this express purpose. If 
Trinity can actively promote 
a culture of free speech at 
Trinity then perhaps the 
division and tension that 
has continued to plague our 
campus community could 
be alleviated and reduced.
-DJN 
Tripod Editorial
Banned Book Week: Freedom 
of Expression at Trinity 
Interested in Writing for The Tripod?
Let Us Know at tripod@trincoll.edu
NEWS
Trinity Reports First Student COVID Case; Tripod 
Examines NESCAC Testing Protocols, Active Cases
-
-
College Campus Safety Report: Sept. 19 - Sept. 27 










































SEPTEMBER 28 , 20214
 SGA Elections for Class Senators, Class 
of 2025 President Finalized; 2 Vacancies 
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Life Without a Social Media Presence: How and Why 
We Should Rebuke Social Media’s Sense of “Perfection”
I never went to sleep-
away camp growing up; I 
adored theatre camp and 
the YMCA’s programs, 
but sleepaway camp was 
where I drew the line. 
I had a handful of 
sleepovers in elementary 
school and middle school 
but limited them as much 
as possible. I loved being 
with people, but I needed to 
be in my own bed at night. 
The thought of living in 
a college dorm loomed over 
my head for years leading 
up to August 2021. I knew 
I had to do it, for the expe-
rience and independence of 
it that I’ve always craved. 
After graduation, I was a 
rollercoaster of highs and 
lows—excited to go and 
then planning out how 
many times I could possi-
bly come home in a week. 
I moved into Trinity 
Hall (formerly Wheaton), 
on a sunny – which means 
boiling hot – Monday morn-
ing. The school had a sys-
tem in place to check people 
in, but for pre-orientation 
students, that was mostly 
it. Most of us were a little 
lost, but perhaps Trinity 
intentionally made this our 
were hardest, with no 
classes yet to give us struc-
ture. Pre-orientation kept 
us busy but lasted only 
two days. Still, the events 
served as a great way to 
meet people, including 
Trinity’s staff. Most of my 
best friends on campus 
are people I met during 
As regular orientation 
wrapped up, campus be-
year and a half, seeing 
so many people was a 
bit overwhelming. Slow-
ly, the wait for Mather 
got longer and longer, 
felt like our worlds were 
being shaken up again. 
The feeling didn’t last 
long though, and even 
in the moments of pure 
dining hall chaos, we all 
still felt like we were a 
part of the community, 
even if we didn’t quite un-
derstand what we were 
supposed to be doing. 
In my dorm, I adjust-
ed in new ways each day. 
In the bathroom, everyone 
said “hi,” sharing room 
numbers, class schedules, 
and Instagram handles. 
Most people leave their 
doors open, inviting others 
has a sign to knock for 
candy, while others send 
messages in our GroupMe 
inviting others to come 
over and grab a snack. 
our masks in the halls and 
in the bathroom – some-
thing that most of us were 
used to after returning to 
school for the 2020-2021 
academic year. For oth-
ers, who had been vir-
tual since last March, it 
was a harder adjustment. 
As we continue to set-
tle in and get more com-
fortable with each oth-
er, mask-wearing has 
certainly been reduced. 
Most people feel comfort-
able walking down the 
hall to brush their teeth 
without one, while a hand-
ful have decided to keep 
them on. I’ve noticed a dif-
ference in dress too, with 
-
ing comfortable in their 
bathrobes on the walk to 
the bathroom. I still don’t 
know everyone’s name 
turn in the dorm bed that 
still doesn’t feel quite like 
mine yet, but being at 
Trinity is becoming home.
SAMMI BRAY ’25
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Dormitory Perspectives from a First-Year Student: How 
First-Years are Integrated into the Trinity Community
“The thought of living in a col-
lege dorm loomed over my head 
for years leading up to August 
2021. I knew I had to do it, for 
the experience and independence 
of it that I’ve always craved.”
“These issues social media 
breeds between relationships on 
the internet are a major prob-
lem of today, but what about the 
relationship malfunction pro-
duced by social media regarding 
“We must stand up to these 
media magnets and show that 
popularizing physical confor-
mity does not have a place in 
the modern world. We must 
support our individual beau-
ty, both physical and mental.”
“I still don’t know everyone’s 
in the dorm bed that still doesn’t 
feel quite like mine yet, but be-
ing at Trinity is becoming home.”
One of the major corner-
stones of our lives today is 
social media. We worship 
this software that allows 
us to judge other people 
behind the protection of 
image of our favorite celeb-
rity. Indeed, cyberbullying 
has experienced a prolif-
eration due to the ability 
social media has given us 
to de-individuate ourselves 
from a decent human being 
to the most critical, omnip-
otent being that has ever 
existed. These issues so-
cial media breeds between 
relationships on the inter-
net are a major problem 
of today, but what about 
the relationship malfunc-
tion produced by social 
media regarding our re-
Scrolling through your 
Instagram page, you will 
be bombarded with im-
ages of your peers having 
the most fun of their lives, 
images of celebrities glori-
fying their wealth, and im-
-
ing you that they have the 
most perfect body. All of 
this imagery does a disser-
vice to our mental health 
by creating a false image 
of perfection. We envision 
the perfect body, the per-
fect amount of money, the 
perfect house, the perfect 
friends, and, once we pop 
out of this daydream, we 
are tossed into a black hole 
of despair for a “perfect” life 
that is unattainable, and 
we are consciously aware.
Social media causes 
us to learn helplessness 
and continually feel inad-
equate about living our 
lives because they are 
worlds apart from the glo-
media. So why do we keep 
devoting so much time 
our mental health this 
much, we would willingly 
Unfortunately, that is 
not the reality behind any 
kind of addiction. Scrolling 
through our daily feeds 
and observing all those 
“perfect” lives generates 
an almost euphoric feeling 
in us as we are imagining 
ourselves in that position. 
It is when we fall off that 
high horse that we begin 
to feel helplessly inade-
quate. The unattainable 
model of perfection is pro-
liferated throughout social 
media platforms, and I tru-
ly believe we will never be 
able to stop the growth of 
this imagery, but there are 
a few ways that we could 
make the individual choice 
to stand up against it.
Body positivity has rep-
resented one option of com-
bating the “perfect” imag-
ery, but this trend actively 
garners popularity. With 
popularity comes lust and 
covetousness. Body posi-
tivity has declared that all 
bodies are beautiful, but 
in so doing, it has added 
confusion to the learned 
helplessness phenomenon 
that we all experience be-
cause we begin to want to 
embody every internet per-
sonality: a conglomeration 
that is too much to even 
be encapsulated into a ma-
jor motion picture. This 
movement has been em-
powering to the creators, 
yet it still leaves viewers 
discombobulated by their 
never-ending need to be-
come someone different.
The answer to ending 
the reign of terror that 
social media has over our 
mental health is not to 
combat with more media 
creation but rather to boy-
cott all social platforms 
that propagate unattain-
able standards. We must 
stand up to these media 
magnets and show that 
popularizing physical con-
formity does not have a 
place in the modern world. 
We must support our indi-
vidual beauty, both physi-
cal and mental. This prior-
itization of our own being 
can only be done when we 
cut out all the negative 
to become someone else.
“Social media causes us to learn 
helplessness and continually feel 
inadequate about living our lives 
because they are worlds apart 
social media. So why do we keep 
“Most of us were a little lost, but 
perhaps Trinity intentionally made 
SEPTEMBER 28, 20216
Bipartisan or Not, Congress Must Raise the Debt 
Ceiling to Avoid Potential Economic Consequences
KASH JAIN ’24
OPINION EDITOR
How to Improve Trinity’s Student Involvement Fair
LUC BRYANT ’22
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Time is running out for 
Congress to lift the debt ceil-
ing as the federal government 
inches closer to defaulting.
We have been here before. 
Congress has raised the debt 
ceiling 78 times since 1960 
alone, each time allowing 
our government to borrow 
money to cover its obliga-
tions, including critical ser-
vices for tens of millions of 
Americans. The U.S. reach-
ing the debt ceiling would 
render the Treasury unable 
to pay for existing obliga-
tions, forcing it to default on 
the country’s debt and likely 
creating a global economic 
crisis. Despite disputes over 
raising the debt ceiling over 
the years, Congress has al-
ways managed to come to 
an agreement and the fed-
eral government has avoid-
ed defaulting on its debt. 
However, Senate Minority 
Leader McConnell has been 
adamant that Republicans 
will not support any effort 
to raise the debt ceiling. In a 
50-50 Senate with a 60-vote 
any legislation supported by 
only one party is exceeding-
all members of the majority 
are in agreement—but the 
complete unwillingness of 
Republicans to come to the 
table on this issue will make 
Congress to lift the ceiling, 
putting the United States 
at serious risk of defaulting.
Defaulting would un-
doubtedly have dire conse-
quences. Last week, Trea-
sury Secretary Janet Yellen 
wrote that the U.S. default-
ing “could trigger a spike in 
interest rates, a steep drop 
-
nancial turmoil. Our current 
economic recovery would 
reverse into recession, with 
billions of dollars of growth 
and millions of jobs lost.” In 
a 2011 letter to then-Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid, then-Treasury Secre-
tary Timothy Geithner out-
-
pacts that could result from 
the U.S. defaulting. Firstly, 
there would be a consider-
able rise in interest rates, 
negatively impacting state 
and local governments as 
well as consumers. Addi-
tionally, the U.S. would be 
unable to continue paying 
-
cial Security, Medicare, and 
salaries for federal employ-
ees and military personnel. 
Most devastatingly, the U.S. 
dollar would drop in val-
ue, reducing international 
trust and interest in invest-
ing in the United States as 
well as sending shockwaves 
through global markets. 
All of this would be 
avoided by simply raising 
the debt ceiling. This is not 
an issue where policy pref-
erences or ideologies should 
come into play; it is not one 
where the right course of 
action is unclear. It is about 
preventing an economic 
disaster that would like-
ly impact us for decades to 
come. Despite this, Repub-
licans have been adamant 
in their refusal to support 
raising the ceiling, instead 
insisting that Democrats 
do it alone while also fully 
-
buster to block them from 
doing so. Florida Senator 
Rick Scott, Chairman of the 
National Republican Sena-
torial Committee (NRSC), 
suggested that the NRSC 
may use Democrats choos-
ing to raise the debt ceil-
ing in campaigning during 
midterm elections next fall. 
It is clear that Republicans 
are prioritizing political 
gain over avoiding a disas-
ter, which is indefensible. 
Some Senators, includ-
ing McConnell, have sug-
gested that they are op-
posed to raising the debt 
ceiling because they do not 
want to allow Democrats 
to increase spending, par-
ticularly through the infra-
structure package that Con-
gressional Democrats intend 
to pass through reconcilia-
tion. However, this is an il-
logical argument given that 
raising the debt ceiling does 
not increase spending — it 
simply allows the govern-
ment to meet its existing ob-
ligations. Plus, Republicans 
added nearly $2 trillion to 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
while the debt ceiling was 
suspended, which policy an-
alysts estimate will continue 
to be paid off through 2026 
or 2027. Surely Republicans 
also have an obligation to 
allow for the repayment of 
debt they incurred through 
Geithner’s letter put it 
best: “these are legal obli-
gations, incurred under the 
laws of the United States. 
Responsibility for creating 
the debt is bipartisan, and 
responsibility for meeting 
the Nation’s obligations 
must be shared by both 
parties.” Both parties have 
contributed to the debt, so 
they both should support 
increasing the debt ceiling. 
However, Democrats — 
particularly those in Sen-
ate leadership or those who 
have continuously voiced 
reform — cannot be com-
plicit and cannot allow the 
minority party to block an 
increase to the debt ceiling. 
Regardless of the possible 
political fallout from a par-
tisan increase to the debt 
ceiling, the crisis that would 
be caused by failing to act 
must be averted. Democrats 
certainly have the power 
to ensure that it is by ei-
ther using reconciliation to 
avoid the 60-vote thresh-
old or by reforming the 
not reliant on Republican 
support to pass an increase. 
Congress needs to raise 
the debt ceiling, and if 
Democrats have to do that 
without the support of Re-
publicans and by reforming 
“Surely Republicans also have 
an obligation to allow for the re-
payment of debt they incurred 
“This is not an issue where poli-
cy preferences or ideologies should 
come into play; it is not one where 
the right course of action is un-
clear. It is about preventing an 
economic disaster that would like-
ly impact us for decades to come.”
“The fair is not an infallible sys-
tem, however. I know certain groups 
had trouble getting a table set up 
to advertise their involvement.”
This article is intend-
ed to be one part quiet 
fulmination, another part 
running list of ideas, and 
dash of trivial newspaper 
-
dent Involvement Fair is 
held every year (with the 
exception of last year, ob-
viously) in the early weeks 
academic year. This year’s 
fair took place on the main 
quad last Tuesday, Sept. 
21, inviting students new 
and old to engage with the 
school’s ever-expansive list 
of resume builders. Admit-
tedly I had forgotten that 
the school kept up with 
this event until the day of. 
Nonetheless, I took a gan-
der to see how it held up. 
I think the fair does what 
it needs to do well. Every or-
ganization has its own place 
to self-advertise, and ap-
pearances are reliant on the 
cooperation of those groups 
to showcase themselves ad-
equately. Less utilitarian 
is the fair’s importance to 
new students at building 
the community they know 
nothing about. Seeing all 
the members involved in 
student groups can and 
will spark inspiration for 
involvement and, down the 
line, creation of new student 
groups which in turn bol-
ster the Trinity community. 
It’s a self-improving cycle. 
The fair is not an infalli-
ble system, however. I know 
certain groups had trou-
ble getting a table set up 
to advertise their involve-
ment. I also know, having 
attended a couple fairs in 
my college career, how con-
gested the setup was this 
year; not very conducive 
to get the attention of pro-
spective students when all 
visibility for your table is 
blocked by visitors of some-
one else’s table, let alone a 
potential COVID hypocrisy. 
I remember feeling over-
whelmed as a new student 
at my freshman year in-
volvement fair, seeing as 
many groups as there were 
but with very little infor-
mation to help parse which 
ones were worth getting 
involved in. Intimidation 
is the last thing you want 
at these kinds of things.
one idea to make things 
better: fewer tables. This 
helps minimize the confu-
sion and the clutter of peo-
ple. How groups get select-
ed to have a table should 
be based on standing with 
the school, communication 
with S.A.I.L., and size of 
the group. Next idea: better 
organization for the tables. 
I have a hard time under-
standing whether or not 
the setups are organized by 
groups or at random, but 
having arranged clusters of 
tables, perhaps organized by 
discipline or alphabetical-
ly, will help students know 
where to look for their next 
-
ceiving a physical program 
upon arriving at the fair 
gives students the ability 
the tables and groups they 
really seem interested on, 
spending less time wander-
ing and overwhelmed.  
I feel the involvement 
fair in some ways echoes 
the Student Activities, 
Leadership, and Involve-
ment (S.A.I.L.) system at 
the school: it’s a bit of a 
clumsy mess. I understand 
student involvement is re-
liant on the students’ mo-
tivation to get themselves 
involved, I mean it’s literal-
ly in the name, but helping 
grow the organizations and 
granting due respect to the 
leaders and groups on cam-
pus is a cooperative effort.
“I feel the involvement fair 
in some ways echoes the 
S.A.I.L. system at the school: 




Breaking Down the Peter B’s Menu: Top 10 Drinks 
Peter B’s Espresso, a 
popular coffee shop on cam-








Liberal Arts Action Lab Gives Students the Valuable 
Opportunity to Engage with Hartford Community 
-
-
















































out of her father’s garage 
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ed to present her product, 












her, after her small stut-
managed to sell her mop 












Student Clubs and Organizations Are Set to Resume 












































“Yeah, I sell crack in 
the halls,” brags a then-17-
year-old Gazzy Garcia, bet-
ter known by his rap mon-
iker Lil Pump, on his track 
“Boss.” The single would be 
one of many that skyrocket-
ed Lil Pump to the limelight 
of SoundCloud and “mumble 
rap” at the end of the 2010s. 
The infectious trap sound 
that emerged out of Atlanta 
migrated to South Florida 
as rappers like Ski Mask the 
Slump God, XXXTentacion, 
and Lil Pump spun their 
own versions of the genre. 
On a personal-parasocial 
level, the Broward county 
rapper repeatedly served as 
enthralling material for a tri-
fecta of articles: a review on 
his full length albums, a dia-
gram of his most frequently 
employed ad libs, and a cri-
tique of rap’s drug culture 
that has since claimed the 
lives of Lil Peep, Juice Wrld, 
searching for an industry 
similar to, Mr. Garcia but all 
have paled in comparison. 
Lil Pump emerged at the 
prime time for a persona of 
his nature to ascend into 
mainstream stardom. From 
posting tracks detailing 
both selling and doing drugs 
with the eldery on skeletal 
streaming platforms to a 
Saturday Night Live per-
formance with Kanye West, 
-
self as a keystone of pop 
culture. His 2017 release 
-
titular brand doubling their 
sales in the following year; 
his self-titled debut scored 
a solid 6.9 from Pitchfork 
and an impressive 7/10 from 
-
ic, and self-professed “inter-
net’s biggest music nerd” 
Anthony Fantano. The tas-
temakers with the power to 
make and break careers and 
establish the public opinion 
granted Lil Pump access to 
the upper echelon of con-
temporary rap, handing him 
the keys to a kingdom dom-
inated by giants like Lil Uzi 
Vert,  Drake, and the Migos. 
length release, Lil Pump, 
offered features from con-
temporaries like Smoke-
purrp and more established 
artists like Chief Keef, Lil 
Yachty, and 2 Chainz; the 
latter notably sings “Ice, ice 
freezing; ice, ice sneezing’!” 
on “Iced Out.” The album 
featured few sleepers and, 
even when it bordered on 
repetitive, showcased the 
power of producer Diablo’s 
skills. There was a charm-
ing, comedic quality to Lil 
Pump’s lines as he spit 
heavy bars over aggressive, 
car-rattling songs. The bass 
on tracks like “D Rose” was 
strong enough to kill a small 
animal and give your grand-
parents a heart attack. In a 
word, Lil Pump was riveting. 
In 2019, I argued that 
Harverd Dropout had an “ir-
resistible quality,” but three 
years later I’d like to retract 
that statement. It is Lil 
Pump himself who possessed 
the irresistible quality--not 
his mediocre sophomore al-
bum. His bars about money, 
drugs, and women had lost 
their fresh, fun quality from 
his 2016-2018 career cycle. 
The antics that earned him 
virality, such as live stream-
ing a girl performing a not-
so-PG act and his pissing 
on a stack of cash, lost their 
charm. The raucous shout 
of “ESKETTIT” just didn’t 
hit the same; his droning 
repeats of lines like “every-
body wanna be like me” or 
“I don’t know the bitch, but 
I know her stripper name.” 
What had won over critics 
and the everyman alike had 
lost its shiny new charm. 
A 2019 article from 
Buzzfeed on Lil Pump be-
gins with the simple sen-
his weed.” This would mark 
the beginning of the end. He 
was an overgrown child fac-
ing the sophomore slump, a 
teenager with no one to tell 
him “no.” With no real goal, 
a presumably misunder-
stood contract, and increas-
ingly more drab releases, 
Lil Pump was inching to-
wards a freefall into musi-
cal despondency. Yet, one 
has to wonder if the poten-
tial for longevity was ever 
even there. Did Lil Pump 
have any real chance at 
lasting stardom, or was he 
a contemporary caricature 
of what rap had become? 
The rapper “quit” his 
music career in early 2020 
in a dramatic Instagram 
story, but later returned to 
the scene in a considerably 
bizarre way--in support 
of then-President Donald 
Trump. He paid homage to 
the Donald with the song 
“Lil Pimp Big MAGA Step-
pin’”; however, the single 
was only released after the 
incumbent candidate lost 
the 2020 election. Since 
then, Lil Pump developed 
into a sell out, now plug-
ging shady cryptocurrency 
-
ty in the name of attention 
from one of the country’s 
most controversial political 
characters. Gazzy Garcia, 
following the rhetoric es-
tablished by Mr. Trump and 
his cohorts, waged war on 
mask-wearing and earned 
himself a ban from JetBlue 
in December of 2020. Lil 
Pump’s desperate attempts 
The Rise and the Fall of “Esskeetit”: Revisiting Lil Pump  
to cling to relevancy of years 
past failed in epic propor-
tions. The bizarre charisma 
that wooed the people had 
worn away to reveal noth-
ing more than a washed-
up, tatted-up artist breach-
ing the end of his career.
In a way, the loss of Lil 
Pump shows the failure 
of his subgenre to create 
long-lasting stars. The cat-
egory of “Soundcloud rap” 
encompassed sounds from 
$uicideboy$ to the trappier 
Ski Mask the Slump God, 
but the origin of these art-
ists from the free streaming 
site linked them into a pseu-
do-genre: the pseudo-genre 
represented by the grinning 
grills and colorful tattoos on 
Lil Pump’s face. Artists Lil 
Peep, XXXTentacion, and 
Juice Wrld stood alongside 
-
ures; following the death of 
the three, the failure of Lil 
Pump’s career shows the 
ending of an era that was. 
Years down the line, we will 
2010s and wonder what was 
of South Florida-ruled un-
derground rap. More likely 
than not, this nail will sport 
colorful dreads and a dusted 
MAGA hat, triumphantly 
fading into oblivion with one 
Alternative Songs You Can Run To, But Only If You Want 
CAROLINE RICHARDS ’22
A&E EDITOR
We are entering ideal 
outdoor running weather, 
ladies and gentlemen. It’s 
the three weeks of Fall 
(if we’re lucky) when the 
weather balances precar-
iously between the low 
seventies and high sixties. 
It’s when no one knows 
whether to dress for sum-
mer or fall anymore and 
no one owns enough long-
sleeved t-shirts so every-
one gets creative. It’s also 
when Ferris, that godfor-
-
nally cool off so you can 
run a little longer on the 
treadmill without feeling 
as though you’re trekking 
across the Gobi desert in 
cargo pants and a ski jack-
et. Anyways, even though 
I’m a terrible runner I’m 
excited and I hope you are 
too. Here’s some music to 
try out or add to your run-
ning playlists if you feel 
inclined. Listen to them 
as you fast walk between 
classes, or to coffee runs 
at Peter B’s. If you’re run-
ning late I hope they put 
an extra pep in your step. 
Social Cues 
by Cage the Elephant
Underrated song from their most recent album that has 
both excellent vocals and headbanging drums. Very drama. 
Dope on a Rope 
by The Growlers
I love The Growlers and this is one of my favorite songs 
Suckers Prayer 
by The Decemberists
The Decemberists were really made for this weather, it’s 
funky by lyrically reticent of Tom Petty. Physically you’re 
running but mentally you’re singing along at a tailgate. 
Medicine by Dayglow
Every member of Dayglow is a maincharacter, and they’ll 
make you feel like one too. Soul-soothing-pause-to-dance-in-
crescent-parking-lot energy.  
Valentine by DIIV
DIIV is one of my favorite bands right now. Put this one 
at the beginning of your playlist and you will ascend. You 
won’t be able to run without it. Alien car chase? It’ll make 
sense.
Whiteout by Warpaint
Just really f***ing good. There’s nothing else quite like it. 
Also a good breakup song?  
Knee Socks 
by Arctic Monkeys
Loud electric guitar and Alex Turner roaring in your ears. 
You’ll run faster, and you’ll feel hot doing it, I promise. 
It’s Real by Real Estate
Real Estate is very good, and very rarely misses. Yes, we 
all might die eventually but this song will remind you that 
the sun is shining and you’re happy to be alive.  
OK by Wallows
I love Wallows, we all love Wallows. If you don’t love Wal-
lows, you should probably start loving Wallows. I sometimes 
involuntarily start to sing this song mid-run and then ruin 
my pacing, but alas. 
L.I.N.E by Beach Fossils
I could harp on the subject of Beach Fossils and their 
greatness all day. Listen to this song and you will under-
stand. Will prompt an intense romanticism for anyone you 
pass. 
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Weekly Skylights: The Tripod Looks to the Clouds
JOEY CIFELLI ’23
A&E EDITOR
(Right) “Well, this is concerning.” Three people stood before a 
boulder in the path. A boulder, they called it, although if some-
hatched, well, no one would come forward and say otherwise. The 
three of them stood in front of it: the Hunter, called Nital, the crew 
deputy, and the crew leader, who had just outlined the troubling 
nature of their circumstance. “This wasn’t on the map, Sir, any of 
held his hands on his hips, above the many scabbards that rested 
there. The crew leader turned to him and said, “might be best if 
you got comfortable, we’ll be here awhile. 
(Right) Errain took a deep breath, and then another, and then strained his 
entire body to the point where every vein, muscle, and bone was visible 
against his outstretched skin, but his movements remained calm. He raised 
an arm, slowly, and simply walked forward. As he moved the boulder seemed 
to melt away around him without any noise or heat, heaps of rock pulling 
away from the main body and oozing onto the ground like honey. After ten 
steps he reached the other side, and where he had walked remained a tun-
nel, of perfect size for a caravan. The Killer walked back through the tun-
nel, past the still-silent faces, nodded to Nital, and hopped into the carriage. 
“Onward, then,” came a soft voice from inside, “the harvest waits for no one!” 
September 21, 2021, part 1. 8.2/10.
September 21, 2021, part 2. 7.8/10.
September 21, 2021, part 3. 7.4/10.
(Left) A voice came from a carriage close by, clear and soft at the 
same time, saying “what’s the matter? We’ve stopped.” No one 
said anything, and then Nital walked over to the carriage door 
head out from the shadows deep in the plush interior. “Might I 
help? It shouldn’t be a problem, really,” said the Killer, named 
Errain. Nital scratched his head. He turned around and beck-
oned for Errain to come out of the carriage. Small leather boots 
followed larger ones down the steps and the pair stood together 
gazing at the boulder once more. “It is rather large,” said the Kill-
er, “but a large rock is still a rock. Give me one second.” Errain 
walked forward and placed his hands on the rockface. The deputy 
and leader and other crew members stopped what they were do-
ing and retreated behind carts or rocks as he passed by. They had 
a faint idea what was about to take place. The air was still. A bird 
September 21, 2021, part 4. 9.2/10.
To view this week’s photos in full color, check out the digital edition of the Tripod at www.trinitytripod.com
(Left) The procession trailed along the carved winding path through 
with boxes and barrels of various shape and size. All empty. One cart 
driver, bored, chewed on a piece of straw and glanced toward the top of 
the mountain beside them. He followed the rock higher and higher as it 
curved away until his head and neck aligned, and even so the very peak 
of the mountain lay out of reach, obscured by a swirling disk of clouds. 
A noise at the front of the caravan caught his ear. A barrage of “hold!”s 
and “woah, now!”s came by as drivers turned and shouted behind them. 
The procession ground to a halt. He was too far back to make out any-
thing distinct at the front. But likely the crew leader was involved. And 
perhaps the Hunter. And maybe even the Killer. The young cart driver 
the world concerned people like that. 
SPORTS





has only appeared in 282 
races since his debut. This 
means Hamilton has placed 
every three races he drives, 
an absolutely staggering 
win percentage. Hamilton’s 
-
cant to his career and legacy 
but was critical to his 2021 
season. This win allowed 
him to retake the top spot 
in the driver’s champion-
ship standings. The one he 
surpassed, promising young 
-
stappen of Red Bull Racing. 
Hamilton began the race 
in Sochi on Saturday with 
a rough start unusually far 
back on the grid. After gain-
ing momentum, he overtook 
Fernando Alonso of Alpine 
-
stappen and Red Bull be-
gan the race in last due to a 
penalty caused by an engine 
Hamilton, quickly found 
and towards the front of 
the pack. Like other sports, 
role in Formula One. In the 
last few laps, rain began to 
downpour. This can cause 
traction issues quickly for 
drivers that are not wise. 
tires immediately to account 
for the track’s slickness and 
his agile thinking. Lando 
Norris, fan favorite driver 
until the rain began. His 
gamble to not head to the 
pit for a tire change resulted 
in his car careening off the 
track after taking a corner 
too quickly. His lead was 
taken by Lewis Hamilton. 
56 seconds ahead of sec-
-
nas driver Lewis Hamilton 
has taken the racing world 
along for a wild ride since he 
began his career at the ripe 
age of 23 in 2007. On Sept. 
26, 2021, in Sochi, Russia, 
Lewis Hamilton became the 
collect 100 wins. He did so 
in dramatic comeback fash-
ion that barely edged out his 
Hamilton’s 100th win is so 
remarkable because Lewis 
-
pen, claiming a two-point 
driver’s championship stand-
ings as a bonus. Carlos Sainz 
Jr. rounded out the podium 
at third for Ferrari. The 2021 
Formula One season is about 
halfway through and view-
ership in the United States 
is skyrocketing. The action 
unfolds on Saturday morn-
ings at 8 am at tracks across 
the world. Tune in because 
Lewis Hamilton now has 
win number 100 and shows 
no sign of slowing down.
This Week in Sports at Trincoll...
Women’s Volleyball
 v. United States Coast Guard Academy            L, 1-3 
                   
 Football
v. Bowdoin College                                            W, 38-14
Women’s Volleyball
v. Mass. College of Liberal Arts                         W, 3-0
Women’s Volleyball
v. Smith College                                   W, 3-2
  Women’s Volleyball
v. Mass. Maritime Academy                               W, 3-0
Women’s Field Hockey
 v. Williams College                                             W, 1-0
Women’s Soccer
v. Clark University                                       W, 1-0
Men’s Soccer
v. Wesleyan University                                       L, 0-1
Men’s Soccer
vs. Williams College             L, 1-2
Women’s Soccer
vs. Williams College                                         W, 1-0
USWNT: Showing Out the Competition Post-Olympics 
in a single match in the 
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. 
Lloyd moved up to third on 
the U.S. all-time goal-scor-
ing list. She now has 133 
career international goals, 
passing Kristine Lilly (130 
goals), and is only behind 
Wambach (184). Lloyd be-
comes the 10th player in 
USWNT history to score 
USWNT’s home unbeat-
en streak now stands at 59 
games, which includes 54 
that stretch, the U.S. has 
outscored its opponents 213-
27, including an 83-3 margin 
during its last 20 matches 
at home, all of which have 
been wins. It’s the USA’s 
21st-straight home victory, 
dating back to head coach 
match in charge of the team 
in November of 2019. In 
out strong again, beating 
them by one less than the 
last matchup. The 8-0 rout 
saw a hattrick by another 
the spotlight, scoring a head-
er goal of her own off a per-
fect cross from Lavelle in the 
-
lied her second of the night 
in the 14th minute after 
crushing a volley off a poor 
-
again in the 53rd minute 
after Smith received the ball 
sent in a cross which she 
-
al hat trick and 114th career 
goal. With her three goals on 
scored seven goals since be-
coming a mother and ranks 
second in that category be-
hind only Joy Fawcett, who 
scored 13 goals for the USA 
as a mom. After coming on 
as a substitute in the 61st 
Lloyd, playing in her third to 
the last match for the USA, 
continued to add to her pro-
off a rebound following a set 
The United States Wom-
en’s National Soccer Team 
has shown out with two 
wins, post their Olympic 
competition. The team won 
bronze in the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics this past summer, 
unable to make it into the 
contention for gold or silver. 
-
ment, Carli Lloyd has decid-
ed to retire after their U.S. 
victory tour, which includes 
four “friendly” games in four 
different cities. Carli Lloyd, 
39, an American soccer icon, 
is a two-time FIFA Women’s 
World Cup champion, two-
time Olympic gold medalist, 
the Year. Winning 9-0 and 
the USWNT have shown 
their dominance and proven 
their reputation as number 
one in the world. In their 
piece in the 78th minute. 
Lloyd has now scored eight in 
the team’s last three match-






National Soccer Team 
Recap
This Week in Sports At Trincoll...
Weekend Game Recap: Highlights Include Men’s Golf
PATRICK GRIMES ’23
SPORTS EDITOR
petition. Football found a 
routine W against Bowdo-
in on the gridiron, taking 
a 24-point victory (Final 
-
nis sent Henry Bilicic ’24 
Tennis Regionals host-
ed by Bowdoin. Finally, 
men’s golf was led by Jack 
after day one of the Bow-
doin College Invitational. 
Football showed-off the 
Fetter-Reid connection in 
back-to-back competitions. 
Quarterback Spencer Fet-
ter ’23 threw for 355 yards, 
205 of which were caught 
-
ity Football now boasts a 
2-0 record and 21 straight 
wins over Bowdoin. Trin-
ity built a 17-0 lead be-
fore halftime courtesy of 
-
ter passing touchdowns 
caught by TE Jack Barrett 
-
rard ’22. Trinity’s running 
game was successful this 
Saturday as well. William 
Kirby, class of ’24 run-
74 rushing yards and two 
rushing touchdowns, in-
cluding the Bantams’ third 
quarter opening touch-
to 24-0. Shortly after, Bow-
doin’s Andre Eden planted 
a 13-yard rushing touch-
down as a polar bears’ 
retaliation. Regardless, 
Bowdoin’s efforts were not 
enough, as Trinity would 
stomp two more touch-
downs in the second half, 
voiding Bowdoin’s chance 
at victory. Trinity’s 38-
14 victory over the polar 
bears will surely contrib-
ute to their momentum, as 
they look to continue their 
-
ry Bilicic ’24 and Ross 
-
als and succeed. The two 
logged a doubles victory 
round, toppling Whea-
ton college’s pair of Tracy 
and Anschuetz 8-3. Un-
fortunately, after a sec-
ond-round battle with 
host, Bowdoin, they fell 
8-6. Individually, Hen-
ry Bilicic ’24 took down 
It was a fantastic week-
end for Trinity athletics 
as many of the fall teams 
took their talents on the 
road. Trinity showcased 
its athletic talent all over 
New England with con-
tests near and far from 
the Ferris Athletic Cen-
ter. One hotspot of Ban-
tam talent this weekend, 
however, was Brunswick, 
conference opponent Bow-
doin polar bears, could not 
best the Bantams despite 
-
tage. Trinity’s football, 
men’s tennis, and men’s 
golf teams shipped up 
north on Saturday Sept. 
25 for a weekend of com-
Taub in two sets before 
-
el of Amherst, 6-3, 6-1. 
tight match to Conn. Col-
lege’s Julian Tien 6-4, 7-6. 
-
cess on Saturday as well, 
but they will continue 
day atop the leaderboard at 
the Bowdoin College Invi-
-
der round left him with a 
The Bantams combined 
which was good enough 
with a three-stroke lead. 
’22 scored twice, once on 
an individual breakaway 
-
fenders reeling. Another 
came from senior captain 
Christine Taylor ’22, who 
was recently named Ban-
tam of the week for her 
performance against Smith 
College. She has started all 
will continue to be a force 
the Bantams rely on to 
on offense, and defense. 
The Bantams showed their 
strength quickly, scoring 
-
onds of the starting whis-
tle. Frank ’24 put away a 
rebound from Flaherty ’22 
and from then on, the two 
starting forwards were 
electric, assisting each 
other and making plays to 
move the ball up the mid-
dle towards goal. Shay ’22 
time in her college career, 
-
The Trinity Women’s 
ceases to amaze Bantam 
students and fans alike, 
with a dominant perfor-
College on Tuesday, Sept. 
21. India Shay ’22, Caelin 
Flaherty ’22, and Jackie 
Frank ’24 combined for a to-
tal of seven goals. This rout 
is not uncommon for the 
women as they have scored 
a total of 26 goals in their 
two goals scored against. 
College makes the wom-
en the current winningest 
team on campus. This win-
ning streak has improved 
the Bantam to 13th in the 
nation. Senior captain In-
dia Shay ’22 had a standout 
performance, with three 
goals in multiple quarters. 
Fan favorite and scoring 
machine Caelin Flaherty 
nite lead relatively early 
career start, made a total 
took over in the second half 
to end the game, with no 
goals scored against. The 
Bantams outshot the pride 
30-9, showing off their dy-
namic offense. Riley Nich-
ols ‘23, starting wing and 
skillful playmaker, com-
mented after the game, 
a really close-knit group 
this year. It’s such a great 
environment to be both on 
started strong this season 
-
rest of the season.” With 
the best start to the sea-
son on record, the Bantams 
have a great chance to 
make a scene in the NES-
CAC this upcoming season. 
The matchups to look out 
for are against Williams, 
With a good enough re-
cord, or with a third-place 
NESCAC conference, the 
women will face a compet-
itive post-season. The team 
faces Williams away, their 
second NESCAC game, 
Field Hockey Triumphs Twice; Maintains Strong Start
Saturday, Sept. 25. With 
such a good showing of 
fans at home games, the 
-
ed by the buzz surround-
-
son start. Bantam fans 
are hungry for another 
win, and so is the team.
BLYTHE HASTINGS ’23
SPORTS EDITOR
Oral Roberts University shows up no. 2 ranked Ohio State 
Coming Up for Bantam Sports:
Wed.
Field Hockey at Wesleyan University
 @ 6 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball v. Northern Ver-
mont University-Johnson @ 6 p.m.
Men’s Soccer v. Western New England 
University @ 7 p.m.
Tue.
Women’s Soccer v. Union College 
@ 7 p.m.
in their game against No. 7 ranked Williams College this 
past Saturday, Sept. 25. The team came out victorious with 
a score of 1-0. The team will take on Wesleyan University 
